Vriesea ‘Sceptre d’or’ by Cultivar Registrar  in J. Brom. Soc. 57(4): 172-5. 2007.

Another can of hybrid worms!

This old hybrid has two sources which makes things somewhat difficult.

First we read in Duval, 1902 that he created Vriesea ‘Sceptre d’or’ in the period 1895 –1900 from ‘Rex’ x mirabilis. There is conjecture as to whether mirabilis is the same as xGuzvriesea ‘Magnifica’ but you would expect a branched inflorescence in this hybrid.  

In 1898 in Revue Hort 70: 246. there is a reference to a Xsceptrum which Smith in Flora Neotropica14 part2 1977 page 1274 says is ‘Sceptre d’or’  which could well refer to the French hybrid but doesn’t! Leo Dijkgraaf from the Netherlands went to the trouble of finding the reference and all we find under ‘LES ORCHIDEES, BROMELIACEES ET AUTRES A L’EXPOSITION DE GAND’ -  le Vriesea sceptrum expose par M. Thomson, d’Angleterre . All this means is that M. Thomson from England showed V. sceptrum at the Exhibition . How you can interpret this as referring to ‘Sceptre d’or’ is a mystery.

In 1909 in Gartenflora 58: 200.which was also referred to in Flora Neotropica14 part2 1977 page 1274 we see the parentage of  gloriosa x saundersii . Thanks again to Leo Dijkgraaf  I have copy of the article referred to. Here we read under Grosse Internationale Gartenbau from 2  to 13 April 1909 in the Zoohalle in Berlin “new Vrieseas displayed by the firm of Smet of Schloss Schouwbroek near Vinderhoute, Belgium (amongst others) Vrisea Sceptre d’or (Encholodium Sanderi x Vr gloriosa) . The Encholodium would be a misspelling of Encholirion an old name for Vriesea but the ‘Sanderi’ could well refer to Wittmack’s ‘Sanderiana’ not  Morren’s saundersii 

In 1942 Chas Chevalier listed all plants that had been seen in the University of Liege but this plant is not there.

In 1965 Richter published his ‘Zimmerpflanzen’ from the then East Germany and he described this plant admittedly with reverse parentage as follows. Remember this seems to be the first description published some 70 years after the hybrid was made!

Plant large to very large, many leaves

Leaves wide base, linear lanceolate, bent over, green, lively brown spotted ( I had originally thought that these spots were saundersii type spots BUT if ‘Sanderiana’ were involved you could have guttata type spots)

Scape very large and tall.

Inflorescence strongly branched, yellow with reddish brown marks

Flower yellow.

In 1973 Padilla in ‘Bromeliads’ quoted a “Vriesea ‘Sceptrum var. Sceptre d’or’ described as a large rosette with a robust, branched inflorescence. The bracts are coppery yellow.” As the floral bracts of Vriesea sceptrum are quoted as red we assume she is talking about the hybrid.

In 1977 Richter in ‘Bromeliads’ says this has strong growth rhythm. Peculiar flower spike. Few in cultivation.

In 1977 at the World Conference in New Orleans, Herb Plever took a photo of this plant in the collection of Eric Knobloch only now the plant was medium sized with a single spike.

In the 1980’s the Research Institute in Melle, Belgium were growing this as a predominantly single spike with a small side spike with not particularly golden bracts. We are unaware of any accession details. 

In 2006 in a response to a plea on the internet I got an answer from Jay Thurrott of Florida whose plant was sending up a flower spike. Alas, a raccoon, searching for frogs shredded said flower spike plus a bit more. I could not understand the adjective that Jay used in describing the raccoon. Apparently Jay got his plant in 1996 from Boggy Creek Bromeliads and assures me it has flowered for him but alas has no photographs. In any event, I feel this could be linked to the ‘Knobloch’ plant somehow or another. 

Now we move to Antipodean shores! 

In the late 1950’s early 1960’s there was a commercial concern just south of Sydney growing Vriesea ‘Komet’ from seed! There was quite a varied progeny as would be expected as ‘Komet’ is said to be hybrid between V. corcovadensis and ‘Sceptre d’or’. Some would have looked like ‘Komet’ and some like variations on the parents. Therefore some could well have been identified as ‘Sceptre d’or’ because plants currently growing in Australia under this name bear no resemblance to other plants with this same name. It is possible this could be the source of a ‘Sceptre D’or’ which is grown in South Australia and which was brought to my attention by Peter Huddy. Its origin has been lost with time. This has a long single spike with brownish blotches on the floral bracts. Perhaps this should be called ‘Sceptre Cinnamon’

In 1963 Laurie Dephoff in New Zealand imported a plant called ‘Goldzepter’ from a dealer in Australia called Longton. Nobody in Australia can remember such a bromeliad grower and there is nothing in local newsletters about him! The interesting thing is that ‘Sceptre d’or’ follows Dutrie who was a Frenchman and ‘Goldzepter’ is the German equivalent.  Apparently this plant is reluctant to flower and is described as being medium sized, with upright, stiff, grey green leaves which suggests influence of V. corcovadensis with minute red spots towards the tip which suggests influence of the grandparent saundersii.  This plant is still growing in New Zealand and the spotting seems to have disappeared but we have a photo thanks to Barry Uren which we will place on record as ‘Goldzepter’. The interesting thing is that the only thing gold about the plant is the colour of the petals. In other words, it is a dead end in my search for the ‘true’ ‘Sceptre d’or’ !

In 1992 the Bromeliad Society of Australia seed list they had Vriesea ‘Sceptre d’or’ on offer and Andrew Flower of New Zealand could not resist the challenge. By 2006 he has produced progeny which  do have a simple flower spike with yellowish bracts. No trace can be found of the origin of the seed, which could well have originated in the USA. To date nobody in Australia is owning up to having this plant.

What can we do?

Clearly, the large plant with the branched inflorescence produced at the end of the 19th century is not being grown but has been surplanted by smaller plants with sword shaped single inflorescences of a yellowish colour. These may branch in optimal conditions.  My suggestion is 

1. The American clone be called ‘Sceptre Knobloch’

2. The Australian clone be called ‘Sceptre Cinnamon’ 

3. The latest New Zealand clone be called ‘Sceptre Saffron’

This whole problem stems from the fact that here we have a hybrid that readily self-sets seed, AND we all should know that seed from a hybrid NEVER has the name of its mother UNLESS you are prepared to cull and only retain those plants that are virtually indistinguishable from mother in both plant and inflorescence. We know this rarely happens.
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